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 In Claude Monet's water garden, Giverny, France 
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Recently I read Ross King's MAD ENCHANTMENT: Claude Monet and the Painting of the Water 
Lilies for the second time. King, a Canadian who lives in England, has twice won the Governor 
General's Literary Award for non-fiction and is the author of other books about famous 
artists, such as Michelangelo and the Pope's Ceiling and Leonardo da Vinci and the Last 
Supper. 
 King's book about Monet is by far the most informative of the several in my library, 
because it provides the on-going details of both Monet's family life and his relationship to the 
main political and artistic figures of France during his lifetime, such as the prime minister 
Clemenceau, sculptor Rodin, painters Renoir and Degas, novelists, and visiting American and 
Japanese collectors of art. It's an absorbing read that left me feeling I'm very glad to know 
Monet through his art (gardens and paintings) rather than in person.  
 Monet was a volatile personality, frequently exhibiting spoiled-child behaviour and 
given to bouts of bad temper that he inflicted on others or on his own paintings, angrily 
slashing many of them on several occasions. However, it seems to me that both his gardens, 
especially the water garden, and his paintings represent at a deep level the person Monet 
wanted to be. They are the person he was always struggling to release. 
 Twice I've spent an entire morning in L'Orangerie in Paris sitting and gazing at Monet's 
vast canvases, one 17 metres (56 feet) in length, or moving as close as a third of a metre (one 
foot roughly) to examine the brush strokes, which is in itself a marvellous experience.  
 I'm very grateful for these opportunities and for three occasions to teach five-day 
workshops with Charles Needle in Monet's two gardens in Giverny, having access for two 
hours daily before and after the presence of hordes of visitors. Everybody who creates art for 
themselves ς gardens, paintings, photographs, music, dance ς is engaged in an act of self-
revelation. In his gardens and his paintings Monet revealed the person I'm happy to know. 
 
 

 
An evening impression of waterlily pads and the Japanese bridge in Monet's water garden 

 
 


